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NEWSLETTER NO. 18 
Thursday, 19 April, 2012 

(Holocaust Remembrance Day) 

For Such a Time as This .... (Esther 4:14) 

We all know the story of Queen Esther, an Israelite living in exile in Persia (now Iran), who "won a 
beauty contest" and succeeded in becoming the Queen of King Xerxes (Hebrew: Ahashverosh). As 
the story unfolds, "Haman, the son ofHammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews" (Esther 
3:10) sought to destroy the Jewish people and was willing to pay huge sums to the king's treasuries 
for the privilege of catTying out his program of mass destruction. It received the approval of the 
king. When the decree went forth, Esther's uncle, Mordechai, asked her to go to the king and 
intercede on behalf of her people. Esther hesitated and began to make excuses. 

Let's pause for a moment and try to imagine what the situation was like for her. She is Queen for 
less than a half dozen years; her husband not only gets drunk with wine, but with power; he has a 
harem full of women; he hasn't called on Esther for more than a month and she could easily be 
discarded and forgotten for the rest of her life; his attitude is that life is cheap - he detetmines who 
can live and who should die; he is self-centered, egotistical and has an attitude of Epicureans - to 
eat, drink and be me1ry. And now Mordechai is asking her to risk everything and to go into his 
presence and plead for mercy to ave11 the decision that decreed death to an entire population group 
the Jewish people. And so she hesitated, saying that entering into the presence of the king uninvited 
could get her killed. Being presumptuous in this situation could result in her death. Given these 
circumstances, could anyone really blame her if she said "no"? But, Mordechai wisely pointed out 
the realities of her situation, stating: "Do not imagine tlzat you in the king's palace can escape any 
more than all the Jews. For ifyou remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for 
the Jews from another place and you and your father's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:13-14, NASB) 

In short, Mordechai reminds her that she is not in control. Difficult circumstances call for tough 
decisions. Often the reality of our circumstances reveal who we really are and what we are made of. 
Esther could have remained silent, but chose not to. She stood out and took a stand, one that 
resulted in the saving of a multitude of lives and preventing a Persian holocaust. Though beautiful 
in appearance, what made her beautiful in God's sight was what she was like inside, not outside. We 
can become slaves to our circumstances and allow them to dictate how we think, which in turn, 
shape our lives (Prov. 4:23) . Esther chose not to allow that to happen. 

Esther was not the only one remembered in the pages of the Bible while living in exile. Joseph was 
sold into slavery and ended up becoming ruler, second only to Pharoah, and was instrumental in 
saving his people, Israel. The prophet Daniel was also taken captive as a youth, along with many of 
his age group, and brought to Babylon, where he counseled kings. All three would not allow their 
circumstances to determine either their decisions or their behavior. They serve as an examples to us 
all who trust in God Who remains in control at all times in the midst of extremely difficult 
circumstances. 

Esther is actually a Persian name, taken probably from the theonym Ishtar, her original name being 
Hadassah, which means "myrtle" (Esther 2:7) . Joseph, while in exile, was renamed Zaphenath
Paneah (Gen. 41:45), which is understood to mean "a revealer of hidden things and an opener of 
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things to come". Daniel was also given a Babylonian name, Belteschazzar (Dan. 1:7; 4:8) . His 
three friends, who are mentioned with him, are remembered mostly by their Babylonian names of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Dan. 1:7) . But, how many of us remember their real, respective 
Hebrew names? Hananiah (which means grace of God), Mishael (which means who is like God) 
and Azariah (which means God is my help). Like Daniel, they distinguished themselves by their 
refusal to eat the king's meat and their refusal to bow and submit to the idols of their day. We 
become slaves to whoever or whatever controls us, but more so, we become willing slaves of 
whatever we choose to obey. 

One way to destroy a people is to cause them to assimilate - to become like those around them, eat 
and drink like them and with them, dress like them and, eventually, think like them. Eating and 
drinking with someone is a means of acknowledging a oneness with them. Another way is to rob 
them of their identity, so they are no longer related to for who they really are. In the ancient culture 
of the Middle East and Asia, changing the names of captives was intended to isolate them and 
distance them even more from their homeland, resulting in accelerated assimilation to a new, 
cultural belief system. Calling a person what he is not diminishes his value. It is a plan that has 
worked for millenia for Satan, who continues to try to bring about death and destruction through 
mistaken, and stolen, identities. 

Thoughout our existence, there have been numerous attempts to destroy the Jewish people. Even as 
we are reminded during the celebration of the Passover Seder (order of the Passover meal): "One 
nation after another has come against us to destroy us, but the Holy One, Blessed be He, has 
saved us from their hands". Why? Because this is pmi of God's promise to His people Israel. 

A pre-born child, growing in his mother's womb, has become dehumanized. He has been robbed of 
his identity as a human being and has been replaced by te1ms such as: a "lump of flesh" , a "mass of 
tissue", a "fetus", a "thing" and other designations. 

Israel continues to face threats, both from without, as well as from within. Iran continues to threaten 
to remove Israel from the map, as the world remains silent. Internally, we act in a manner contrary 
to our best interests nationally and spiritually by, among other things, the encouragement of 
abortion on the pmi of the Depmiment of Health, the Department of Education, drug companies 
and, of course, the media. Despite attempts to minimize the problem, abortion continues to grow 
and has become one of the ways that Israel has assimilated herself into the ways of the world. The 
severity of the problem has finally attracted the attention of some of our lawmakers, one of whom 
proposed legislation last summer, to change existing law (not yet acted upon), so that no abortion 
could be performed after 22 weeks of development, except under very specific, enumerated 
circumstances. In explaining the reason for introducing the proposed legislation, this Member of 
Knesset stated, in pmi: 

At 22 weeks of age the fetus is viable, and termination of pregnancy at this age is murder 
of the fetus am/ not " abortion". Therefore, the argument that preventing abortion is 
interference with the freedom of the woman and her rights over her body, cannot justify 
termination of the pregnancy at this stage .... This proposed law is intended to change the 
provisions of the Penal Law regarding cessation ofpregnancy with the goal of bringing 
about a substantial change in this very important area. According to e.x:isting law authority 
is granted to the Committee for Termination ofPregnancy to end the life ofa fetus almost 
wit/tout restriction, both from the perspective of circumstances am/ from tlte perspective of 
the age oftlte fetus. According to official statistics, approximately 20,000 legal abortions 
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are performed each year and in addition a multiple number of abortions fare performed] 
privately or illegally, and the total unofficial estimate is that approximately 80,000 
abortions are performed each year. According to a broad ami controversial interpretation 
of the existing law, termination ofpregnancy can be performed on a fetus at any age .... " 
(emphasis mine) 

While being a step in the right direction, the proposed legislation's reference to ''fetus" continues to 
rob a developing child ofhis identity. Biblically, pre-bom children were always treated as "a child" , 
or "children" , or "son" , or even "two nations" and "two peoples" . God "knew" us before we were 
even formed (Jer. 1:4-S) .We have an expression in Israel: "Call the child by his name". That is 
exactly what is not happening when it comes to the issue of terminating the life of the pre-bom. For 
the abmted child, the womb (in Hebrew: "rec/zem", from which we get the Hebrew word 
"rachamim" =mercy) has become a place of suffering and tmture, because we have robbed the 
pre-bom child of his identity as a person. 

As expected, doctors belonging to the Israel Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology oppose the 
proposed law, claiming that it will actually increase the number of abmtions performed prior to 22 
weeks. And, at the same time, another bill was introduced by a member of a leftist party of the 
Knesset, which calls for removing all restrictions to abortion, resulting in, essentially, abortion on 
demand. And so, once again, lines are being drawn, which will determine whether or not we will 
draw closer to an understanding that a child is a child is a child, and that size, location, education 
and level of development are relative factors that impact us all, but do not change who we are. 

We are called to be a royal priesthood. As such, we should be making every effort to intercede and 
speak on behalf of those who are unable to do so for themselves (see Prov. 31:8). Perhaps we have 
been called for "such a time as this". 

Reaching Out and Counseling 

During the summer months of 2011 , we unde1took a bold, billboard-adve1tising campaign in the 
heart of Mount Carmel, as shown in the attached photo. 

The translation reads: 
"In the final analysis a person is a person, it doesn't matter how small he is... ('Horton Hears 
Something'- Dr. Seuss) 

If you are pregnant 
allow us to help you ... 
t!tere is hope! Pregnancy 
tests, examination to 
discover sexually
transmitted diseases for 
adults and teenagers. 

(in the circle: Examinations without payment! Confidentiality guaranteed!) A"T Center 04-8102479. {plus 
our logo and a picture ofa 6.5 week old pre-born child, 16 millimenters, second month}" 
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People responded to the ad, but many hesitated to come to the office, seeking instead information 
over the phone, often saying that they are calling "on behalf of a friend". Interestingly, although the 
part about STD testing was in smaller print, it generated a significant response and we were able to 
refer men and women to a local clinic, which is part of the Ministry of Health, which also provided 
us with oppmtunities to meet and speak with them (our referral form is given personally to the 
indivual). 

!New Life through gmce upon grace 

R is a 20-year-old soldier, who decided to abort the child she was canying. She met with us on 
the ve1y day that she was scheduled for the abmtion. At the end of the meeting and after prayer, she 
decided to give life to the child. She and the father of the child married a shmt time thereafter. 

J was a student at Haifa University. She contacted us after first calling a pregnancy center hot-line 
in the U.S. to get the number of a crisis pregnancy center in Israel. She was given our number and 
wasted no time in making an appointment. Undecided at first, she eventually made the decision for 
life, thinking first about the child in her womb and only afterwards, how this might affect her future. 
She did not know how her parents would react and this was her major concern. But, a telephone call 
to them resulted in tears of joy, as they encouraged her not to abmt the baby and agreed to stand 
along side her, both during the pregnancy and after the delive1y. 

is a joy to watch how God opens doors for effective service. About 5-6 months ago, we were 
contacted by a depmtment within the Ministry of Health and requested by it to give seminars and 
conduct workshops under their auspices in the school system concerning sexually-transmitted 
diseases in the school system, . Meetings were held with representatives of the M/Health and it 
looked as though this was an answer to prayer in a major way. We would be responsible for the 
entire area from Haifa through the Jezreel Valley and into Tiberias, all the way to the lower Golan 
Heights. Then, just as things were ready to go, we were informed that we needed to use their 
materials and not ours and that we could not talk about abmtion. Both of these issues had been 
discussed in the meetings and we had received approval to not only use our own materials (which 
theM/Health admitted were better than theirs), but also to talk about life in the womb and abortion, 
as part of our presentation. The last-minute change of policy was not expected. But, after praying 
about the matter, we had to decline being involved and let the M!Health know that we would 
continue doing what we have been doing with its endorsement. It was not long before an 
opportunity was presented to us to deliver a lecture to an entire 9th grade class in a well-known 
junior high school in Haifa. 

We produced more than a dozen tracts dealing with sexually-transmitted diseases, dmgs, 
body-piercing and dating. They are proving to be of considerable interest to teenagers and young 
adults. Seven of these tracts appear below (left to right: Syphillis; Wait Until Man·iage; Herpes; 
Chlamydia; Drugs, Alcohol, Smoking and Social 
Pressure; AIDS; Crab Lice). Six more pamphlets are 
cunently in the process of being printed. 
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In addition, A Future and A Hope began a work-shop program dealing with parenting for 
women in the north of Israel. It has proven to be of considerable help to those who attended. We are 
considering extending this program to other areas of the county. 

0 the r workshops were held in schools in the center and in the north of Israel, for teachers 
as well as for students, dealing with sexual integrity. Our workshops are"different", in that we teach 
and encourage the youths to refrain from engaging in sexual activity. We live within the context of 
our society, which has departed from a Biblical standard. But, like Esther, we do not know what 
God is doing behind the scenes and where He is leading us. This is the very reason why it is so 
important that we live righteous lives with the fear of the Lord, pruiicularly since the situation in our 
society is so serious. 

In this regard, it is important to remember to pray for the teachers. They are often the primary 
source of information for the those under their instruction and, as a result, they can prove to be the 
main problems and obstacles to the youth in the area of sexual integrity, particularly as they 
encourage early, and varied, sexual experiences. Notwithstanding very "worldly" and typical 
responses from those who oppose abstinence education, we have always found that the workshops 
conducted in the school system have been encouraging and blessed from a number of perspectives. 
We continue in prayer, waiting for the time that the Lord of Life will remove the veil and allow us 
to see how He has guided our steps to reach out beyond the usual boundaries. 

We also conducted workshops in believing congregations dealing with purity and sexual integrity, 
focusing on what the Word of God has to say concerning holiness, sex, purity, dating, courting and 
the like. Our times were truly blessed and the eyes and hearts of many were opened and 
enlightened. 

Our program to provide assistance during the first year after birth is growing, as a natural 
result of more women choosing life for their babies. In one week shmily before the recent Passover 
holiday, we were able to order a bed, changing table, basinet, underwear and regular clothing, bath 
tub, stroller, milk bottles, pacifiers, food and other items, including diapers that are supplied 
throughout the year, that are essential during the baby's first year. Five more children are due to be 
born in the next three months. The cost to for providing for the first year's essentials is 
approximately US $1 ,000. 

A l 0 nQ" with the blessings ru·e the trials. We suffered two computer crashes within a shoti 
period. A lap<tt?p served as the backup for the table-top, which was the first to go. The laptop went 
unexpectedly while preparing a newsletter for release the last week of December. The computer 
spent 6 weeks in the "shop", but the data was irretrievably lost, including the entire email list for 
this ministry. 

Desnite the loss of mailing information, and after many technical setbacks, we were 
able to geFour website up and running. It can be viewed at: http://hope4u.co.il At present, it is for 
those who understand Hebrew, but English will be added soon. 
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IGovernment Certifications 

The Registrar of Non-Profit Societies granted us a Certificate of Proper Management for 2012, 
following its examination of our documents. From the government's point of view, this Cetiificate is 
an official acknowledgement that we are in full compliance with the laws and regulations affecting 
our Amuta. 

In addition, we were again officially recognized by the City of Haifa, as well as the Ministry of the 
Interior, as a public service ministry and we were granted a significant exemption from the payment 
of municipal taxes for the years 2011-2013 . Praise the Lord! 

!Please Pass This On 

This Newsletter is sent to you with the hope and prayer that you will pass it on by photocopy and/or 
e-mail. If you know of any others who would like to receive information about A Future and A 
Hope, please let them know about us or us about them and we will be happy to follow up with 
them. This is particularly important in light ofthe loss ofour mailing list. 

We are also thankful to those of you who take the time to be in touch and to give us a word of 
encouragement as we press on in the Lord's service. "[Hjow delightful is a timely word" (Prov. 
15:23) . 

!Prayer Requests 

1- For wisdom to counsel and to help cleanse this land from the shedding of innocent blood. 

2- Please pray with us for all those involved with A Future and A Hope and their families, that the 
Holy One of Israel would keep us healthy and safe. 

With thanks and blessings, 

Marvin S. Kramer 
General Manager 

Ifyou would like to help support this ministry in Israel, you may do so by sending a personal or bank check in any 
currency to: A FUTURE AND A HOPE, 6 Derech HaYam, Haifa 3474I, Israel. Checks should be payable to: A 
FUTURE AND A HOPE. Altematively, a bank transfer can be sent directly to our account at Union Bank of Israel 
Ltd., Account No. 11594-08, Bank No. 13, Central Carmel Branch 083, Swift Code: UNBKJLIT, at 4 Mahanaim 
Street, Haifa, Israel. Please do not semi cash through the mail. We will acknowledge every monetary gift with a 
receipt. 

They are alive because ofyour 
fellowship with us in pmyer jor them! 
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